
Townhouses 

 

Street-fronting townhouses are organized one adjacent to the next, with shared walls between 

neighbours.  Townhouses are strata-titled, with a shared driveway and vehicle circulation area (internal 

courtyard). Each unit has a private front entrance with access to street. There can be more than one row 

of townhouses on a lot. 

What is being proposed in Gonzales?  

• Support street-fronting townhouses on wider lots in the area bounded by Fairfield Road, St. 

Charles Street, Richardson Road and Foul Bay Road, as well as near Glenlyon Norfolk School (see 

yellow dashed area on map below). 

• Townhouses would follow similar front and rear setbacks and heights to other residential lots in 

Gonzales. Height limited to 1 ½ storeys + basement, or 2 storeys without a basement. Heights 

may be higher if surrounding buildings are already higher. 

• Lots would need to be at least 19.8 metres wide and 43 metres deep. 

• The second row of townhouses would have wider sideyard setbacks to encourage privacy on 

adjacent properties.  

• Introduce new townhouse design standards to ensure compatibility with the surrounding 

residential street and home 

Where is this being proposed?  

• Townhouses would be supported in the yellow areas outlined with black dashes. 

• Townhouses may be considered in the brown areas (Queen Anne Heights/Foul Bay Road/ 

Gonzales Hill), if they minimize disturbance to the tree canopy and open spaces. 

 



Why is this being proposed?  

• We heard interest in encouraging more townhouses in Gonzales in order to provide more family-

friendly (3 bedrooms +) housing and more affordable alternatives to single detached housing.  

• The area between Fairfield Road and Richardson Street and near Glenlyon Norfolk School is made up 

of extra-large lots suitable for townhouses, and is close to family-friendly amenities including 

frequent transit route, schools, parks and shopping areas 

How is this different?  

Currently, townhouses are supported in traditional residential areas throughout Gonzales in the Official 

Community Plan. This strategy would narrow the locations where townhouses are desirable to large lots 

close to Fairfield Road, and near Glenlyon Norfolk School, where more generous backyards and on-site 

open space can be provided.  

Currently, there are no design standards for townhouses in Victoria. This strategy would introduce 

setback and height requirements for townhouses similar to other Gonzales residential zoning, and new 

design guidelines to help townhouses fit with the surrounding streetscape. 

What could this look like?  

 

 

 

Illustration of street-facing 1 ½ 

storey (with basement) 

townhouses.  Each individual 

townhouse has its own garage, 

accessed off the interior courtyard. 

 

 

Existing street-fronting townhouse 

on Chandler Avenue in Gonzales. 



 

 

Example of street-fronting 

townhouse. 

 

 

Example of site plan for street-

facing townhouses on a 

consolidation of two lots, showing 

front, rear and side setbacks 

similar to those for other 

residential lots in Gonzales. Side 

setbacks in the second row are 

more generous to provide more 

privacy for adjacent neighbours. 

Rear setbacks maintain a 

minimum 9 metre backyard. 

 

 

Example of site plan for street-

facing townhouses on a single lot, 

showing front, rear and side 

setbacks similar to those for other 

residential lots in Gonzales. Side 

setbacks in the second row are 

more generous to provide more 

privacy for adjacent neighbours. 

Rear setbacks maintain a 

minimum 9 metre backyard. 

 

Things to Think About 

Pros:  

• Can be achieved on a single wide, large lot 

• Parking is achieved on site 

• Provides more housing on less area, which contributes to compact communities  

• Provides family-friendly housing 

• Provides more ownership opportunities 

• High sustainability performance compared to other models 

 



Cons:  

• Does not provide a mortgage helper 

• Reduces green space in existing neighbourhoods 

• Often requires consolidation of two lots 

• Generally does not support retention of existing house  

 

Other Considerations:  

• Parking in rear is accessed through the shared internal courtyard 

• Zoning cannot mandate tenure (could be either rental or ownership) 

• Design will depend on the particular site, however future considerations would include privacy, 

proximity to neighbouring development, sunlight access, careful site planning, and more  

• Requires careful design to maintain character of single-detached streetscape 

 


